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Thegrowthofvegetationdependson:

 Temperature
 Moisture
 Slope
 Thicknessofsoil

TypesofNaturalVegetation

a.Forests
b.Grasslands
c. Shrubs

Wildlife: Animalswhichliveintheirnaturalhabitat;usuallyawayfrom humanhabitations;are
calledwildlife.

Thefloraandfaunaofaplaceorinsimpletermstheplantandanimallifeofaplaceis
affectedbytheclimateofthatplace.

Forests

TropicalEvergreenForests

TropicalEvergreenforestsarealsocalledtropicalrainforests.Thesethickforestsoccurinthe
regionsneartheequatorandclosetothetropics.Theseregionsarehotandreceiveheavyrainfall
throughouttheyear.Asthereisnodryseason,thetreesdonotshedtheirleaves.Thisisthereason
theyarecalledevergreen.Thethickcanopiesofthecloselyspacedtreesdonotallowthesunlightto
penetrateinsidetheforesteveninthedaytime.Hardwoodtreeslikerosewood,ebony,mahogany
arecommonhere.

TropicalDeciduousForests

TropicaldeciduousarethemonsoonforestsfoundinthelargepartofIndia,northernAustraliaand
inCentralAmerica.Theseregionsexperienceseasonalchanges.Treesshedtheirleavesinthedry
seasontoconservewater.Thehardwoodtreesfoundintheseforestsaresal,teak,neem and
shisham whichareusedtomakefurniture,transportandconstructionalmaterials.Tigers,lions,
elephants,langoorsandmonkeysarethecommonanimalsoftheseregions.

TemperateEvergreenForests

Thetemperateevergreenforestsarelocatedinthemidlatitudinalcoastalregion.Theyare
commonlyfoundalongtheeasternmarginofthecontinents,e.g.,Insouth-eastUSA,SouthChina
andinSouth-EastBrazil.Theycomprisebothhardandsoftwoodtreeslikeoak,pine,eucalyptus,etc.



TemperateDeciduousForests

TemperateDeciduousforestsarefoundtowardshigherlatitudes.Thesearefoundinthenorth-
easternpartofUSA,China,NewZealand,ChileandalsofoundinthecoastalregionsofWestern
Europe.Theyshedtheirleavesinthedryseason.Thecommontreesareoak,ash,beech,etc.Deer,
foxes,wolvesaretheanimalscommonlyfound.Birdslikepheasants,monalsarealsofoundhere.

MediterraneanVegetation

Thewestandsouth-westmarginsofthecontinentsarecoveredwithMediterraneanvegetation.Itis
mostlyfoundintheareasaroundtheMediterraneanseainEurope,AfricaandAsia.Thiskindof
vegetationisalsofoundoutsidetheactualMediterraneanregioninCaliforniaintheUSA,south-west
Africa,south-westernSouthAmericaandSouthwestAustralia.Citrusfruitssuchasoranges,figs,
olivesandgrapesarecommonlycultivatedhere.

ConiferousForests

InthehigherlatitudesofNorthernhemisphere,thespectacularConiferousforestsarefound.These
arealsocalledTaiga.Theseforestsarealsoseeninthehigheraltitudes.Chir,pine,cedararethe
importantvarietyoftreesintheseforests.Silverfox,mink,polarbeararethecommonanimals
foundhere.

Grassland: Thesegrowintheregionofmoderaterainfall.Talltreesareveryfewin
grasslands.

Shrub: Thornyshrubsandscrubsgrowinthedryregion.
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